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Questions  and  Answers  on  the 
Cotton-Mattress  Program 


1.  Q.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  cotton-mattress  program? 

A.  The  cotton-mattress  program,  inaugurated  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  February  1940,  has  a  threefold  purpose. 
First,  it  is  designed  to  supply  cotton  materials  for  making  mattresses  to 
rural  families  whose  economic  condition  prevents  them  from  purchasing 
the  mattresses  needed  in  their  homes.  Second,  the  program  marks  another 
step  in  the  move  to  expand  the  use  of  cotton  and  thus  help  to  reduce  the 
cotton  surplus.  Third,  the  mattress  program  provides  demonstrations 
through  which  rural  people  learn  how  to  make  cotton  mattresses  and 
otherwise  improve  their  homes. 

2.  Q.  Who  is  sponsoring  the  program? 

A.  The  cotton-mattress  program  is  sponsored  jointly  by  three  agencies 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture — the  Extension  Service, 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration,  and  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration. 

3.  Q.  What  part  does  each  agency  play? 

A.  The  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  makes  surplus  cotton  and  mat- 
tress ticking  available  to  low-income  families  to  use  in  making  mattresses. 
The  Extension  Service,  in  cooperation  with  other  agencies  and  organiza- 
tions, develops  the  local  organization  and  informs  the  public  of  the  details 
of  the  program.  It  also  receives  applications  for  mattress  materials,  trains 
workers,  and  supervises  the  actual  making  of  mattresses.  County  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Administration  committees  determine  the  eligibility 
of  families  desiring  to  take  part  in  the  program,  request  the  amounts  of 
cotton  and  ticking  needed  in  the  individual  counties,  receive  the  material 
when  it  is  shipped  to  the  county  by  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration, 
and  distribute  it  to  the  local  organization  set  up  by  the  Extension  Service. 

4.  Q.  In  what  States  will  the  program  be  in  operation? 

A.  In  addition  to  those  States  in  the  Southern,  East  Central,  Northeast, 
and  North  Central  regions  where  the  program  was  launched  in  February 
1940,  the  program  is  being  extended  to  all  counties  of  the  continental 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  where  the  county  home  demonstration  agent, 
the  county  agricultural  agent,  and  the  county  A.  A.  A.  committee  initiate 
the  necessary  action. 

5.  Q.  On  what  basis  are  counties  designated  for  the  program? 

A.  All  counties  are  included  in  which  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
eligible  families  if  trained  persons  are  available  to  instruct  the  families  in 
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mattress  making.  Where  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  eligible  fami- 
lies in  one  countv  to  take  a  minimum  shipment  of  6,000  pounds  of  cotton 
and  1,200  yards  of  ticking,  two  or  more  adjoining  counties  may  combine 
in  ordering  a  minimum  shipment. 

6.  Q.  Who  may  receive  material  for  making  mattresses? 

A  In  counties  where  the  cotton-mattress  program  is  in  operation,  mate- 
rial is  available  to  rural  families  whose  economic  condition  prevents  them 
from  purchasing  the  mattresses  needed  in  their  homes.  Applications  for 
cotton-mattress  material  will  be  approved  by  the  county  A.  A.  A.  com- 
mittee on  the  basis  of  facts  regarding  family  income  during  the  latest 
preceding  calendar  year  in  accordance  with  applicable  rules  and  regulations. 

7.  Q.  To  whom  does  the  individual  apply  for  cotton  materials  to  make 

a  mattress? 
A.  All  applications  must  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  home  demon- 
stration agent  or  county  agricultural  agent.     After  review,  the  applications 
are  turned  over  to  the  county  A.  A.  A.  committee  for  final  review  as  to 
eligibility  of  the  applicant  and  for  placing  the  order  for  cotton  and  ticking. 

8.  Q.  Where  and  by  whom  are  the  mattresses  made? 

A.  Mattresses  are  made  in  community  work  centers  under  supervision 
provided  to  assist  everyone  in  making  a  high-quality  mattress.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  families  participating  in  the  program  help  one  another  in 
actual  construction  of  the  mattresses,  under  the  supervision  of  the  home 
demonstration  agent  and  others  trained  in  mattress  making.  The  com- 
munity home  demonstration  clubs  or  other  sponsoring  groups  arrange  times 
and  places  for  making  the  mattresses. 

9.  Q.  Is  there  a  limit  to  the  number  of  mattresses  a  family  may  receive? 
A.  Each  eligible  family  may  receive  material  to  make  one  full-size  double- 
bed  mattress  for  each  two  persons  in  the  family,  but  the  total  is  not  to 
exceed  three  mattresses  to  a  family.  If  the  family  has  already  received  one 
mattress  under  the  cotton-mattress  program  or  one  from  the  Farm  Security 
Administration  or  the  Work  Projects  Administration,  it  is  included  in 
determining  the  total  number.  A  family  of  three  may  receive  only  one 
mattress;  a  family  of  five  only  two. 

10.  Q.  Is  there  any  expense  involved  for  the  family  taking  part  in  the 


mattress  program ? 


A.  No  cash  outlay  is  necessary  for  the  participating  family,  except  the 
cost  of  needles  and  thread  and  incidental  expense  of  the  local  mattress- 
making  center.  Members  of  the  family,  however,  must  provide  the  labor 
necessary  to  make  a  mattress.  It  is  a  cooperative  plan,  through  which 
the  various  families  help  one  another  with  the  construction  of  the  mattresses. 

For  further  information  on  the  cotton-mattress  program,  see  your 
county  home  demonstration  agent,  county  agricultural  agent,  or  county 
A.  A.  A.  committee,  or  write  to  your  State  Extension  Service. 


S. GOVERN 


MAKING  THE  MOST  OF 
THE  COTTON  SURPLUS 


In  a  land  of  abundance  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  provide  the  things 
we  need.  An  abundance  of  cotton  gives  the 
workers  and  producers  of  our  country  an  op- 
portunity, through  the  cotton-mattress  program, 
to  supply  themselves  with  comfortable  bedding, 
which  is  one  of  the  necessities  of  good  living. 
Thus  the  cotton  surplus  can  be  a  positive  force  in 
contributing  to  the  health,  comfort,  and  happi- 
ness of  our  people.  It  is  our  hope  that  this 
program  may  also  bring  about  a  renewed  en- 
thusiasm for  improving  and  beautifying  the 
homes  of  the  Nation. 


GROVER  B.  HILL, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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